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Supporters Of "Australian"

Coat Of Arms
By W. FARMER WHYTE

THE
first (phantom) Australian

coat-of-arms, made as the

breastplate of "Bobbie, Chief of
| the Yugilbar Tribe," has been
presented to the National Library

at Canberra by Dame' Mary
Gilmore.

"Jt was thought out by my father

and his kinsman, Mr. Ogilvie, of

Yugilbar, about 1870 or 1871," she

wiotc to the Commonwealth'
Librarian, Mr. H. L. White.

_

"My father first cut the form and
size in cardboard, and I was'present

when the design and wording were

discussed. Both men had a great

belief in Australia and its future

and said that, though then only a

colony, it would one day be a con-

tinental nation and have, its
own

coat-of-arms. What that «coat-of

arms would be they could not guess,

but they said its "supporters' would

be the kangaroo and the emu, these

being Australian and belonging to

no other country.
I

"The 'supporters' were drawn by
I

Mr. Ogilvie's eldest son, then 14

years of age, and home from college.

The plate was made under my
father's direction. He also procured

the wax and acid for the etching

of the inscription; but who did the

etching I do not remember. The

breastplate was of burnished cop.

pcr."

The old Yugilbar home has often

been described. It was built by Mr.

Ogilvie in the form of a castle.

Bobbie was the chief of the Yugilbar

tribe, and he was also Mr. Ogilvie's

faithful head stockman.

Twice he saved his master's life,

once from snakebite, when he

sucked the puncture, and once from

drowning in a flood.

"I shall never forget Bobbie's

shining face on the day when the

breastplate was presented to him,"

says Dame Mary-"his faithful

heart looked out of it. At the hour

set for the investment, Mr: Ogilvie

stood at the top of the stone steps

leading to the door of the castle,

his wife and son on his right hand,

my father, mother, and I on his

left, and the house-servants in a line

behind,''with Bobbie and his tribe

at the foot of the steps.

at the foot of the steps.

"Mr. Ogilvie gave a short address,

explaining the ocóasion. Then he

called Bobbie up, and, holding the

emblem in his hand, asked the chief

lo take an oath of fealty on behalf

of himself and his people to the

Ogilvie family, while at the same

time Mr. Ogilvie gave his promise

of food and protection to the tribe

as long as they remained on Yugil-

bar."

rjAME MARY GILMORE did not

see the breastplate again until

1947, when it
was brought to her by

Captain Alex. McFarlane, so long a

familiar figure on the northern
rivers. He had seen

it
at the house

of his friend, Mr. H. R. Haigh,

Napier Street, Lindfield, and at his

suggestion Mr. Haigh passed it to

him to give to Dame Mary for her

collection at the Mitchell Library.

? The moment she saw
it she recog-

nised it by
its shape and the "sup-

porters," and the whole recollection

of its making and the investment

flooded back.

Along with it, Mr. Haigh also

gave the plate of "King Billy" ol

Myrtle .(or Myall) Cieek. There

were bullet holes in this plate which

bore witness to one of the mosi

tragic episodes in the "conquest" of

the blacks in Australia.

And Dame Mary adds: "Because

both my father and Mr. Ogilvie saw

in the Yugilbar plate the forerunner

of the Australian coat-of-arms,
I

decided that the Commonwealth

should have it
. . . To-day the plate

has lost its sheen, the makers and

those for whom it
was prepared are

long gone, but the 'supporters' on

¡fare, as expected, the 'supporters'

of the coat-of-arms of Australia, and

in this is the fulfilment of the dream

my two dreamers dreamed."


