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Tichborne 

THE TALE OF THE TICHBORNE CLAIMANT

Our great  uncle Mr. William Foster ,( he was married to Sarah Du Moulin ), plays a part in the 1850’s  in this infamous tale about a man called Thomas Castro/Orton/Tichborne. 

Reference: The affidavit of Arthur Orton from The “Australian Dictionary of dates and men of the Time”. The Tichborne case can be widely found in many articles. 

April 1854 The “Bella” ship leaves Rio de Janeiro on board  a Sir Roger Charles Doughty Tichborne, who supposedly went under an assumed name of Thomas Castro.  Sir Roger was the heir to the 9th largest fortune in the UK of British Aristocracy. He was an adventurer and the ship was on its way to New York. (Most likely he was making his way to India). The ship was supposedly lost at sea with all hands, and Sir Roger was announced dead the next year. (The title and his estates passed to his brother Sir Alfred). According to Castro, The ship sunk with two lifeboats away, one lifeboat lost sight of the other, and after three days at sea in an open boat; one of the boats with him on board was rescued. 

So says the affidavit, Thomas Castro assumed this name (for family reasons), and he landed in Melbourne at the end of July 1854. Mr. Castro tried to get a boat out to England however, with gold mania in Australia; many boat hands would abandon the boats for the gold fields. He decided after staying the night on the boat he would discover Melbourne… 

“On the say after I first landed at Melbourne I was strolling about the town, and went into a yard called Row’s yard situate in Bourke Street Melbourne where a large number of horses were sold. I was much attracted by what was taking place, and a person, whom I afterwards discovered to be Mr. William Foster, an extensive stock keeper, of Gippsland, spoke to me, and ascertaining that I was a good rider offering to take me with him to Gippsland, where there was good hunting and shooting. 

I accepted the offer … and I continued to use the name (Thomas Castro)..Immediately afterwards left Melbourne with Mr. Foster and his horses and proceeded to Mr. Foster’s station in Boisdale in Gipplsand on the Avon River.. Where I remained about 19 months. Mr. Foster then gave me charge of the Dargo Station, in the Australian Alps, about 115 miles further inland, where I remained for about 18 months, and then returned to Boisdale, when, after staying for about 3 months, I traveled about and remained at various places. 

On the 29th day of January 1863 I intermarried with Mary Ann Bryant, spinster “ 

Lady Henrietta Tichborne refused to believe her son was dead and she sent enquiries all over the world. In November 1865 she received a letter from a man called William Gibbs – a lawyer? – in Sydney, who stated that Tichborne was calling himself Thomas Castro and operating as a butcher in Wagga. He was living incognito and was now ready to come forward. The dowager sent 200 pounds for her son’s passage home. A servant of his father’s, Andrew Bogle, accompanied Castro back to England. During that time he got up to speed on the Tichborne family. 1866: Castro met his mother, Lady Henrietta in Paris, and she “recognized “ him instantly as her son and gave him an allowance of 1,000 pounds per year. After Lady Henrietta ‘s acceptance various other acquaintances of Sir Rogers accepted him as well. Even though he did not look like Sir Roger, nor act or sound like Sir Roger, who could speak French fluently. Castro could not. The rest of the Tichborne family was not convinced it was Sir Roger. Lady Henrietta died in 1868 and Castro lost his most prominent supporter. He owed a significant amount of money to his creditors so he kept going and tried to fit his own South American experiences to those of Sir Roger. 

The Tichborne family had discovered though he was a butcher’s son from Wapping and his real name, Arthur Orton. The trial to establish Castro’s inheritance began in May 1871. And over 100 people vouched for his identity as Sir Roger. The case lasted 102 days. Orton lost his upper class supporters when they discovered Orton did not have the tattoos that Sir Roger had. Orton was charged with perjury and his criminal trial took place in 1873 and lasted 188 days. Orton was convicted on two counts of perjury in February 1874 and was sentenced to 14 years of hard labour. The legal costs amounted to 200,000 pounds (at least ten million pounds sterling). 

Many people who had supported the claimant’s efforts refused to believe the truth and claimed he was unjustly persecuted. He became a workingman’s hero. Orton’s supporters started a small-scale riot in London in April 1875. Orton was released in 1884. He confessed in 1895. “I could not get away from those who were infatuated with me and firmly believed I was the real Sir Roger. Of course I knew perfectly well I was not”.

He died in poverty 2nd April 1898. His coffin still carries the name “Sir Roger Charles Doughty Tichborne”. 

1998: movie: “The Tichborne Claimant” was loosely based on the facts of this case. 

Novel: “The Man Who Lost Himself: the unbelievable story of the Tichborne Claimant”- Melbourne, ISBN1-84331-150-X

It has been said that even Mark Twain wrote about this man and case. There are many other references to it. 

