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HOUSE FULL OF BEAUTY
Situated in the Western District of Victoria, "Murndal," for five generations

the home of the Winter-Cooke family, originally consisted of a two-roomed

cottage, round and above which the house has grown to its present shape.





THIS BEAUTIFUL library, known in the Winter
Cooke family as "the heart of Murndal,''' started
life as a two-roomed cottage - the first building
erected at "Murndal," in 1837, by Mr. Samuel
Pratt Winter. It was carefully preserved and the
rest of the house built around and above it.

A FLASK of whisky, another containing
sovereigns, and a paper dated January 1, 1901, to

commemorate Australia's Federation, are buried
under one of the gateposts (no one is quite
certain which) beneath two tall poplars that lead
into the Jubilee Avenue of oaks and elms.
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PEACEFUL scene depicts

an ornamental lake, one of

a chain constructed in the

grounds of "Murndal"

many years - ago, when

living was carried on in

great style. Six dams were

built along a natural valley
to form the pleasure lakes.

FORMAL gardens surround

"Murndal" Winter-Cooke

family home since 1837.
The house is situated near

Hamilton, in the Western
District of Victoria, and

the exterior is a happy
blend of Victorian and
Tudor architectural styles.

MORE than 500 pieces of
hand-carved oak were used

in this unique ceiling, an

outstanding feature of the

formal drawing-room at

"Murndal.*' Floors in every
room are highly polished
narrow ribbons of alter-

nating jarrah and ash.

Continued overleaf
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HOUSE FULL OF BEAUTY . . . continued

VICTORIAN terrace-type wing, built oj bluestone quarried on the

property, is now an apartment for the Sam W inter-Cookes.

GRACIOUS HOMESTEAD
"Murndal," the home of the Winter

Cooke family outside Hamilton in

Victoria's Western District, has grown

haphazardly in more than a century.
But in an area where many stately homes

grace rich grazing acres,
it is one of the

most notable and beautiful, in spite of its

mixed Victorian and Tudor architecture.

Its two-storeyed length, surrounded by
formal gardens against a backdrop of tall

English trees, has great charm and dignity.

With an eye to its place in the history

of the State as well as its individual features

and furnishings, the National Trust has

"Murndal" high on a graded list of places

to be preserved.

"Murndal" also has the distinction of

"Murndal" also has the distinction of

having been in the same family ever since

the first
cottage was built there in 1837.

Five generations of Winter-Cookes have

lived and prospered there.

The original owner of "Murndal," Mr.

Samuel Pratt Winter, had no sons and the

property was left to a nephew, Mr. Samuel

Winter-Cooke. Again another nephew, Mr.
William Winter-Cooke, inherited.

Today the station is managed by his son,

another Samuel Winter-Cooke. He and his

wife and two young children, Samuel (4)

and Phillipa (2\), have their own self

contained apartment in the Victorian end

of the house, while Mr. and Mrs. William

Winter-Cooke have their quarters in the

gabled, western end.



western

"The middle of the house, with reception

and guest rooms, we call 'no-man's land'

and we all use it," Mrs. Winter-Cooke,
sen., said.

The last major alterations at "Murndal"

were completed in 1906, but before that

rooms were added and replaced many times.

, Location of the old kitchen was changed
five times. Now there are two, one for each

family apartment.

Aboriginal name

"Murndal" is an aboriginal word mean-

ing "a spring." When Samuel Pratt Winter
first took up the property, local aborigines
told him this was their name for the spring
near which he built his first

cottage.

The spring, one of many on the property,
is still running today, now surrounded by a

grove of tall elms, and supplying water for

the swimming-pool in the garden.

In 1876 an Irish carpenter named Patrick

Aybiner came on to the staff at "Murndal"
and much of the fine oak panelling in the

house is his work.

Masons were recruited from the station

hands. According to an old family record,

migrants were anxious to come to

"Murndal," because Mr. Pratt Winter "had

a tall hat, so he belonged to the quality."

Right in the centre of "Murndal" and
described by Mrs. Sam Winter-Cooke as

being "like a kernel in a nut" is the original

two-roomed cottage which was built in 1837

by Samuel Pratt Winter.

Today it is a panelled library opening on

to the long, front corridor. The remainder
of the house encloses it completely.

Historic trees

There are groves and avenues of huge
old trees wherever you look across the

paddocks at "Murndal." They go out like

spokes of a giant wheel and many of them
are linked with history.

There are the Michelangelo cypresses
neat' the house, grown from seeds of the
ones planted in Italy by the painter.

There is Queen Victoria's Jubilee avenue

of oaks and elms, with its
own special

circular red-gum gateposts. Under one of

these (and no one is quite certain which
one), there is a flask of whisky, a flask of

sovereigns, and the daily paper of January
1, 1901, to mark Australia's Federation.



to Federation.
Mr. Samuel Winter-Cooke was one of

Australia's first MHRs.
Across the Wannon River, which flows

through the property below the house, there
is Richmond Park. Acorns from its name-

sake in England have grown into green
shade along the river bank.

A Coronation Avenue flourishes, too. Five
kings and queens of England, beginning with

King Edward VII, are commemorated by
sturdy oak trees.

In the early days, when living at

"Murndal" was carried on in great style,

six dams were built along a natural valley

behind the house to provide a chain of

pleasure lakes, to be used for boating, fish-

ing, and swimming.
These were landscaped, their banks lined

with flowering hawthorns and trees from
all over the world.

At this time, "Murndal" sported its own

hunt club and entertained members at

banquets, with a roasted peacock (decked
again with its feathers and finery) as the
centrepiece of the table.

An annual amateur race meeting and the
ball which fol lc wed were big social events;
shooting parties and formal dinners were

frequent, and distinguished guests occupied
the many spare rooms.

^
Mrs. William Winter-Cooke chuckles

rather ruefully when she remembers that it

was considered impossible to run "Murndal"
without at least five maids in addition to a

housekeeper, cook, and male staff.

At present, she and her English-born
daughter-in-law are the only "housemaids"
at "Murndal."

As well as the great house, "Murndal"
has a veritable village of detached build-
ings, many of them built of bluestone,
which was quarried on the property, and still

used for the purpose for which they were

constructed originally.

- BEREISICE CRAIG


