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THE MACALISTER

EXPEDITIONS (2).

When Matthew Macalister arrived

at Numbla Munjie he lost no timne in

organizing a third exploring expedi

tion, arrangements for this being
completed by the latter enid of 1839.

James and Malcolm McFarlane, of

Omeo Plains, were induned to come;

into the enterprise, and they con

tributed £500 towards expenses, apart

from which, the whole cost of the

opening up of Lower Gipps Land

was borne by Lachlan Macalister.

This third expedition was not com

pletely successful, as it failed to

reach the desired port-the necessary

outlet for stock. The party was

under the leadership of Matthew

Macalister, and consisted of the

overseer, McMillan, one of Macalis

ter's stockmen, Bath, and a stockman

from Omeo Plains, Cameron, and

two local natives. It set out on

January 11, 1840, from McFarlane's

station. The McFarlanes.-had first

come into - Upper- Gipps - Land in

1837, following upon George Mc

Killop's discovery, of the land in

1835, and in 1838 Walter Mitchell,

a nephew. of Malcolm McFarlane's,
had crossed the Alps- at Tongio ang
followed the Tambo Valley down as

far as the vicinity of what is now

Bruthen. Matthew Macalister's party

kept to his route until it was over

stepped and they made the shore of

the first waters of the lake system,

which comprises three large lakes,

smaller sheets of water and extensive

swamp lands, all protected from the

ocean by sandy hummocks. This first

lake they named Victoria, after the

lake they named Victoria, after the

reigning Queen (now Lake King). It

is not to be supposed that all the

names bestowed bp this expedition

were given upon the spur'of the

moment, no doubt many of them

were placed dn the plan after con

pultation with Lachlan Macalister,

the evidence for this lying in the

names themselves.

The explorers crossed the Nichol

son River near to Sarsfield, naming

it after Dr. Nicholson of Sydney,
with whom Lachlan Macalister was

acquainted. It was in this vicinity

that the leader of the expedition, and

his brother Thomas, eventually

squatted. On the following day they

crossed the Mitchell River, and

camped on Clifton Morass, named

after one of Macalistet's stations in

the Maneroo. The river was named

after Mr. Waiter Mitchell, who had

placed his knowledge of the country

at the disposal of the Macalisters,

and not after Sir Thomas Mitchell,

the 'Surveyor-General of N.S.W., al

though, at a later date, the surveyor

Townsend may have suggested this.

The Mitchell was again crossed at

what we now know as Calulu, but

for many years to the early settlers

it was known as the Maneroo Cross

ing. On the bridge to-day there is

a memorial plaque to Mr. McMillan,
and it is of interest to know it was

unveiled by Mrs. Murphy, who came

into the country four years after the

expedition crossed. Still pressing on

the party came to Providence Ponds,

and at length reached the shores of

the last of the chain of lakes, which

was named Lake Wellington. The

lakes in those days were fresh water.



lakes in those days were fresh water.

The large mountain mass to the

northwest was named Mt. Welling
ton, so that the two chief physical

features in North Gippsland were

named after the Iron Duke through

Captain Macalister's influence, as

was Wellesley County in the Man

eroo. They reached the Avon River

on January 21, and followed it up

in search of a practicable ford,

crossed it in the vicinity of Strat

ford on the following day.

There can be little doubt this

stream was named by Mr. Macalister

after the Avon whicn flows into the

Bristol Channel about seven miles

west of the city of that name, and

upon which stands the fashionable

suburb of Clifton, with its mineral

spring. At the ford the party dis

covered a mineral spring a little

distant from the river. That Mr.

Macalister had close associations with

Clifton,, and consequently -the River

Avon there, seems beyond question.

From here there was an easy stage

over the park-like lands to the

Macalister River, which they fol

lowed own from the vicinity of Bun

dalaguah to the junction of the

Thompson, evelitually coming upon

the Latrobe. They could not cross

this river, and got into treat diffi

culties in swampy country, and so,

as provisions were running short,

they returned to Numbla Munjie.
Much has been accomplished, but

once out of the mountains the more

or-lessopen forest country of the

coastal plains had not been difficult

to travel, and when they eventually

reached country of the type that

was later to give both Strzelecki and

themselves so much trouble, they
had to return.

In October 1840 a cattle station

was established in the vicinity of

the ford over the Avon named Nun

tin. It was nominally a squattage

of McMillan's, but was never offi

cially recognized as his. It gave

Macalister a footing in the heart ofr

the new province, however, and it

was from here that were

was from here that attempts were

made to drive the stock route to the
sea. Three expeditions engaged in

this, and not two as usually stated,

the last one being made by Mr.
McMillan himself, the only. occasion

on Which he explored on his own

account. In the first place Lieutenant

Ross was sent down from Sydney,
and he, with McMillan and others,

set out for the sea, but returned un

succcssful. The 'next party,. which

included McMillan, 'was led by
Thomas 1Macalister, and they reached

high ground within about 20 miles

of Ccrner Inlet. The mount was

named Tom's Cap, on account of its

resemblance to the leader's glen

garry. Here there is a cairn to

commemorate the occasion, most

romantically set of all the cairns

connected with the explorations, a.

long way from settlemerit, and with

views of untouched country. It was

in 'early February, 1841, that. M!.
McMillan set out and accomplished

the rest of the distance to the sea.

He records in a diary that is written

in the past tense, that he drank of

the sea water, and further writes:

"That was a happy day. Having
accomplished my object I had great

cause to be thankful to Him Who

guided me and shielded me from

many
dangers." On the rough plan

of the country explored given to the

Government Surveyor in 1842 the

new province was named Caledonia

Australis, but the same was not

adopted.


