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COUNTRY

-NEWS
WEDDING PRESENTS

ARARAT.-Before her marriage to Mr.

R. J. Freeman, Miss Doreen Mudra was

presented with a chiming clock by parish

loners of the Church of the Immaculate

Conception, and a kitchen tea was given

in her honour by St. Catherine's Club.

NEW BABY HEALTH CENTRE

ALEXANDRA. - A new Country

Women's Association restroom and baby
health centre were officially opened by
Mrs. R. Briggs, president of the branch.

The foundation-stone was unveiled by
Miss Harland, general secretary. The

building cost £400.

DEATH AT 86 YEARS

BORDERTOWN.-The death occurred

at Bordertown of Mrs. Ann Selby, 86

years. She had lived in the Tatiara dis-

trict for 50 years.

FAREWELL PRESENTS

BEAUFORT. - At the shire hall,

Beaufort, the Ripon Patriotic and Com-

forts Club made presentations to Sister

J. Oddie, Driver L. Kelly, Gunner P.

Russell, and Private M. Cougle, of the

Second A.I.F. Mr. S. Young (president)

handed over the gifts.

BUSH FIRE BRIGADE

CRANBOURNE. - As the result of
recent bush fires a public meeting was

held in the shire hall, and a Cranbourne

Bush Fire Brigade was formed. The fol-

lowing office-bearers were elected:-Presi-

dent, Councillor R. Campbell; secretary,

Mr. N. Tatterson; treasurer and captain,

Constable J. Lewis; committee, Messrs.

L. Callanan, A. Cash, S. Barnes, R.

Cameron, and G. Cocker; auditor, Rev.
A. Pye.

GUEST HOUSE SAVED

DAYLESFORD.-But for the prompt
action of the Daylesford Fire Brigade the

guest house, Hallow Bank, conducted by
Mrs. J. E. Grant, would have been de-

stroyed by fire on Friday morning.
Flames were first noticed in the wash-

house, which was destroyed. Two bunga-

lows, one containing Mr. Grant's valuable
set of curiosities, were also burnt. The

property destroyed was insured for £ 50.

GIRL ESCAPES SNAKEBITE

DAYLESFORD. - Believing she had

her hand on a ferret which would not
leave a rabbit burrow, Miss Ruby Kirk-

ham pulled a black snake to the surface.

Although it struck at her she was not
bitten, her dress giving protection. The

snake measured 6ft, 2ln.

GIFTS OF WATCHES

DAYLESFORD. - A public farewell

and presentation were held in honour of

the 15 district members of the Second
A.I.F. and Sister Haidee Metzner, who Is

also going oversea. The Mayor (Coun-
cillor W. J. Trewhella), on behalf of the

public, presented each guest with a wrist

watch. The Mayoress, on behalf of the

Red Cross Society, handed Sister Metzner

a travelling rug and each man a money

belt.

FAREWELL TO PRINCIPAL

DOOKIE.-Before Mr. H. A. J. Pttt
man left the Dookie Agricultural College
students bade him farewell and presented

him with a fountain pen and pencil. Mr.

him with a fountain pen and pencil. Mr.

C. B. Woodgate, formerly principal of

Longerenong Agricultural College, has

succeded Mr. Plttman as principal at

Dookie.

SOCIAL GUILD OFFICIALS

DOOKIE. - The Catholic Women's
Social Guild elected Miss L. Carolan pre-
sident, Mrs. J. Smyth and Mrs. E. J.

Cummins vice-presidents, Mrs. E. J. Cum-

mins treasurer, and Mrs. W. E. Fitz sec-

retary.

GIVEN WALLETS OF NOTES

ELMORE.-More than 300 residents of

Elmore and district assembled at the
Memorial Hall to say farewell to three
members of the Second A.I.F., Privates

W. Graham, A. Dyer, and S. Osborne.

They were each presented with a wallet

of notes.
I

FAREWELL SMOKE SOCIAL

HEALESVILLE. - A farewell smoke
social was given to members of the
Second A.I.F. on final leave at the
Memorial Hall, Healesville. The

function, arranged by the coun-

cil and Returned Soldiers'
'

League,
was well represented by both bodies. Each
soldier was presented with a certificate

over the council's seal and a wallet.

GARDEN FETE

INVERLOCH. - The Inverloch Red

Cross Society held a successful garden
fete at Windy Ridge, the home of Miss
Cappi. The profit was £27. Miss Cappl
Is the president of the branch, and Mrs.

McCartney secretary.
FARMERS AND SETTLERS

JUNEE (N.S.W.) .-The annual meeting
of the Junee branch of the Farmers and
Settlers' Association elected Mr. L. Tur-

ner president, Messrs. J. Hardy and C.
Terry vice-presidents, and Mr. A. A. Wil-
son secretary and treasurer.

FIRE IN OIL DEPOT

KYABRAM.-Amid flames from burst-

ing tins of petrol and kerosene Kyabram
firemen fought a fire at the Shell Com-

pany's oil depot, of which Mr. A. R.

Scooncs Is the agent. Firemen and help-
ers moved hundreds of gallons of petrol
in 44-gallon drums with water spraying
over them to protect them from the
heat.

PUBLIC PRESENTATION

MARYBOROUGH.~The Mayor (Coun-
cillor J. Pascoe) presided at a public func-

tion when, on behalf of residents of the

borough and shire, the presentation of an

inscribed wallat was made to J. Taggart,
P. Kingston, F. Hearps, J. G. Stevens, G.

Morse, F. Fletcher. A. Maclean, A. Kerr,
I. Bowring, and R. Willats, members of
the 2nd A.I.F. At Carisbrook a presen-

tation was made to R. Gainsford.

COMFORTS FUND PRESENTS

NUMURKAH-Privates Arthur Stag
gard and E. A. Reddle, members of the

Second A.I.F., were presented with gifts

by the soldiers' comforts fund committee.

Mr. Staggard was also given a present

by the Numurkah Town Band.

GIFT TO FAMILY

NUMURKAH.-Mr. and Mrs. William
White and their daughters were pre-
sented with a silver tea and coffee ser-

vice at one of the largest gatherings ever

seen at Invergordon. Mr. White Is a

pioneer farmer of the district, and has
been particularly active In charitable
movements. He is president of the Vic-
torian Country Hospitals Association and
of the Mooroopna Hospital, and is a

member of the Charities' Board, For 12



of the Mooroopna a

member of the Charities' Board, For 12

years he was a member of the Tungamah
Shire Council.

FAREWELLS AT PENSHURST

PENSHURST.-At a public gathering
whidh was held in the Mechanics'
Hall, Messrs. T. Smith, G. McDonald, and

James Whitehead, who have enlisted in

the Second A.I.F., were presented with
gifts from the public. Mr. B. Gannon,

jun.. who has left to live in Geelong, was

tendered a farewell social and presented

with a gold watch from the Penshurst
and district people. Mr. H. Kennedy, of

the National Bank of Australasia, has been

promoted to the audit staff. He has been

succeeded by Mr. Mosely.

- AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
'

PORT FAIRY.-The annual financial

statement of the Agricultural Society dis-

closes that the debit balance was reduced

from £264 to £224 during the year. Re-

ceipts amounted to £432. Assets show

a surplus of £218 over liabilities.

LATE MR. P. RYAN

ORBOST.-The death occurred here of

Mr. Percy Ryan, aged 65 years, who lor

many years was managing editor of the

Maffra "Spectator," which was founded

by his father, the late Mr. James Ryan.

Mr. Percy Ryan, who was born at Wal-
halla, was secretary of Maffra Race Club

and the cricket and football clubs, and
was a life member of the Gippsland Hos-

pital. As a rifle shot he won the cham-

pionship of Gippsland.

AID FOR RED.CROSS
YARRAWONGA. - At the wind up

meeting of the Gipsy carnival, held in
aid of the Red Cross Society, Mr. W. J.

Gorman, president of. the carnival,
handed to Mrs. H. G. G. Sloane, president
of the local branch of the society,

£366/0/1, being the net result of the
carnival.


